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PART 1



1.  FOREWORD

The Winkleigh Community Plan is a plan by the 
community, for the community.  It is an important 
step towards helping the community take 
ownership of its future, offering an opportunity 
to represent and strengthen the local view to 
agencies that affect change.

The Community Plan sets out a sustainable and 
resilient vision for the future and the principles 
and actions that will help us get there. Together 
with the supporting Action Plan, this Plan will help 
us prioritise what is important locally, capturing 
key issues and, crucially, providing evidence to 
help bring in funding. 

A Plan Summary, including the Action Plan, has 
been delivered to every household in Winkleigh 
Parish.  This full Community Plan is available 
online (at www.winkleighplan.co.uk) or on 
request at Winkleigh Post Office.  Copies will 
be sent to key decision makers, such as Devon 
County Council (DCC), Torridge District Council 
(TDC) and Winkleigh Parish Council (WPC).

During the process of developing this Community 
Plan, North Devon and Torridge District Councils 
have revised their own Local Plan, so as and 
when new policies emerge these may impact our 
Parish.  The Community Plan clearly articulates 
the community’s preferences, but where these 
differ from local government objectives, the Plan 
supports actions to secure the best outcomes for 
Winkleigh.

‘The new Community Plan is being 
undertaken to reflect local aspirations 

for decision makers (and) support 
Winkleigh’s vision.’

Whilst ownership of the Plan is seen as being with 
the community, a mandate to help deliver this 
from WPC was seen as vital. The Parish Council 
therefore; recognise the Community Plan and 
Action Plan as a robust representation of the 
community’s views - conducted in an open and 
transparent manner, support the Community Plan 
and Action Plan in principle, agree to implement 
actions and deliver the Plan where appropriate 

and collaborate with stakeholders to review the 
Plan every six months during its ten-year life-
cycle.1

The Community Plan is the result of two years’ 
hard work by a team of dedicated volunteers. It 
follows extensive community consultation, four 
Open Day information sessions, a household 
survey and a detailed review of existing data 
sources.

Many thanks to the residents of Winkleigh who 
contributed to making the Plan possible and to all 
who got involved and helped produce or deliver 
this Plan, they can be extremely proud of their 
efforts.

We hope this Community Plan will help Winkleigh 
Parish thrive and continue to be a wonderful 
place to live!

1.1 Background

How the Community Plan was 
Prepared
This is not the first community-led plan for 
Winkleigh  - the last Winkleigh ‘Parish Plan’ was 
prepared and distributed in 2005. A new plan 
was felt necessary because the parish has 
changed with an increase in new residents and 
revised emphasis in some areas, for example on 
environmental issues. 

The context for planning has also shifted; it 
is now the Government’s aim for more local 
communities to play an active role in the future 
planning of their area. Many of the issues raised 
in the 2005 plan therefore needed revisiting to 
take account of these changes.

With the guidance and oversight of the 
Community Council of Devon (CCD) and funding 
received from TDC, DCC and WPC, volunteers 
from various sectors of the community formed 
the Community-Led Plan Group. These volunteers 
(many of whom have significant expertise in their 

1 WPC Meeting Minutes (25th June 2014)

Page 6 Page 7



fields, eg statistical analysis, planning and local 
culture/heritage), then spent considerable time 
and effort collecting, analysing and interpreting 
input. Representatives then prepared the 
Community Plan by identifying issues, outlining 
possible actions and subsequently presenting 
these for public consultation at open days and to 
WPC.

All documentation describing the journey taken 
in preparing the Community Plan is available 
on the Community Plan website,2 including; the 
original questionnaire and youth questionnaire, 
a gallery of events, the Plan Schedule, minutes 
of all meetings (28 to date) and the Group’s 
Constitution. The Community-Led Plan Group 
(CLPG) has submitted regular written reports to 
WPC (18 to date) and provided input where this 
has supported the community view, for example 
on the Joint North Devon and Torridge District 
Local Plan.  

To understand the issues this Plan tackles, a 
number of steps were taken:

• The 2005 plan was reviewed to see 
how relevant the contents are to the 
situation today

• An early community open day was 
held to gather local views about what 
was important

• A questionnaire was sent to every 
household and the responses 
analysed

• Further open days were held to 
feedback survey results and collect 
more comments, and

• Topic based papers were written, 
collating all the information that was 
gathered

The community have been involved at every 
stage of the process; through regular features  
in Distinctly Winkleigh (11 articles), a 
comprehensive questionnaire to all households 
in Winkleigh in June 2013 (727 homes) 
and at three consultation events held in 
September 2012, November 2013 and June 

2 http://www.winkleighplan.co.uk

2014, as well as at small events such as Mini 
Market. A presentation was also made during 
Winkleigh Fair Week, July 2014. Comments 
have been continuously reviewed, and where 
representative and appropriate, reflected in the 
Community Plan and Action Plan.

WHAT IS IT ABOUT?

Winkleigh needs to update its 2005 Parish 

Plan.  Things have changed a bit in the last 7 

years - the economy, the environment, 

healthcare - so we need to know the important 

issues for people living and working in the 

parish TODAY!   

 

The Localism Bill wants people to shape their 

own communities and the Parish Plan needs 

volunteers to help gather views from the parish 

and put them into a coherent form.

 

The issues on the right touch all of us in some 

way – but are there others? It is important you 

have your say.

 

Initially, the Parish Council hopes to form a 

volunteer Working Group (not just the 

Council!) to lead publicity and information 

gathering, perhaps through questionnaires, 

open days, public meeting, etc.  

 

If you have some time and think planning our 

future is important, PLEASE join in - itʼs your 

Parish Plan!   

ISSUES
Community

People 
Places
Health

Environment 
Housing

Roads
Traffic
Parking 
Industry

Retail
Commercial

Employment
Youth

Education
Training
Services

Facilities & 
Resources
Recreation

Law & Order

WHO CAN VOLUNTEER?

THIS IS A COMMUNITY LED 

PLAN, ANYONE CAN 

CONTRIBUTE

CONTACT 

NICKI BULLEN (AM ONLY)

01837 83981

WINKLEIGHPC1@BTINTER

NET.COM

HAVE YOUR SAY

If you would like to 

make a contribution 

to how Winkleigh is 

shaped in future, 

please get involved!

A New

PARISH PLAN

For Winkleigh

SHARE

PARTICIPATE

JOIN IN
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1.2 Sustainable 
Governance & 
Decision Making

What is Governance? 
Governance covers who owns and is responsible 
for the Plan, who will keep the Plan alive, who 
will action the Plan, how the Plan is monitored 
and updated and how progress is reported and 
celebrated.

Who is the Community Plan for? 
The Community Plan has been written for a 
number of audiences, but principally it is for the 
community, by the community and organisations 
whose activities affect the implementation of 
any actions identified. A number of issues will 
involve partnership working for a successful 
outcome.

Who owns and is responsible for 
the Plan? 
The Community Plan is community‐led and 
provides a tool for the community to achieve 
its objectives and aspirations. The community 
is collectively responsible for shaping its own 
future, therefore all in Winkleigh own and are 
responsible for the Plan.

Who will keep the Plan alive? 
The Community Plan is a ten-year Plan. To ensure 
it is kept ‘alive’, representatives from key areas 
(such as youth, business, environment, etc) must 
influence and inform the content and Action 
Plan over time. An internal WPC ‘Plan Review 
Group’ will also be responsible for supporting and 
keeping the Plan alive during its life cycle.

Who will action the Plan? 
Again, the community is collectively responsible 
for ensuring actions happen, along with specific 
interest groups, organisations and stakeholders. 
WPC will also seek to implement or support 
actions where appropriate as part of the review 

process (eg via the ‘Plan Review Group’) and on 
a case-by-case basis. To ensure the Plan goes 
forward, an ‘Implementation Group’ with new 
members and/or existing CLPG volunteers, will 
be formed.

How will the Plan be monitored, 
reviewed and updated? 
Key stakeholders, local champions, experts, 
representatives, the ‘Implementation Group’ 
and WPC should monitor, review and update 
the Community Plan and Action Plan. Reviews 
should be scheduled with key representatives 
along with the Parish Council ‘Plan Review Group’ 
and a Report and updated Action Plan issued 
annually. As part of our Local Centre designation 
(under TDC’s Local Plan), Winkleigh is a focus for 
surrounding parishes, so neighbouring parishes 
should also be included in the consultation and 
review process.

How will progress and achievements 
be reported?
Individuals or organisations should seek out key 
representatives to support and help implement 
their projects, or communicate achievements or 
successful actions. 

An Annual Report and updated Action Plan 
should be publicised via local links, including 
the Parish Council, Distinctly Winkleigh and 
social media (eg Winkleigh online,3 Community 
Plan online4 and Facebook).5

The Plan is in effect a ‘permanent draft’, so 
as circumstances inevitably change, the way we 
see or wish to address issues will necessarily 
need to evolve.  

3 http://www.winkleighonline.com

4 http://www.winkleighplan.co.uk

5 https://www.facebook.com/
WinkleighParishPlan
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1.3  Principles
The Community Plan can be distilled into a 
number of statements setting out what the Plan 
supports; the principles that will help decisions 
and actions in the future.

ENVIRONMENT:
To enhance and improve the environment, the 
Plan supports:

• Habitat creation, restoration and 
measures to connect wildlife corridors

• Planting of native plants and trees 
and traditional management of 
hedgerows

• Development that respects the 
character and form of Winkleigh

• Development reflecting the traditional 
heritage of buildings and the wider 
landscape

• The use of local building materials 
and finishes

• Measures to extend the footpath 
network, bridleways and cycle-paths

• Measures to improve mobility and 
pedestrian access

• Action to create new routes and make 
roads safer for pedestrians, riders and 
cyclists

• Greater energy efficiency and 
renewable energy installations in 
homes

• Measures to secure and improve 
waste management, composting and 
recycling

• The management of community 
assets in a way that reflects these 
principles

ECONOMY:
To develop the economy, the Plan supports:

• The location of new business at the 
four designated employment areas 

• Promoting the use of local shops, 
facilities and businesses, to secure 
their viability

• Greater flexibility in the use of 
the Airfield, while respecting its 
environmental setting

• Efforts to improve transportation and 
communication links

HOUSING:
To provide appropriate housing for residents, the 
Plan supports:

• Up to 5% growth during the current 
(TDC) planning cycle to 2031

• Working with developers to secure 
the best outcome for the people of 
Winkleigh

• Building on small plots and infill sites 
where appropriate

• A mix of housing types matched to 
the needs of the community

• Community benefits linked to 
development to support upgrading of 
infrastructure

COMMUNITY:
To enrich community life, the Plan supports:

• Initiatives to sustain and diversify the 
range of community activities

• Measures to secure a sustainable 
future for community buildings

• Effective on-going communication 
between the Parish Council, 
community groups and residents

• Measures to improve the resilience of 
Winkleigh and its ability to adapt and 
cope with change

• Promotion of local information 
through Distinctly Winkleigh 
magazine and public websites

• The retention of traditional events, 
such as Winkleigh Fair

• Lifelong learning
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TRANSPORT & TRAFFIC:
To provide practical transport and a safe traffic 
environment, the Plan supports:

• Development that improves traffic 
flow and does not add to traffic issues 
in Winkleigh village

• Provision of additional car parking

• Attention to pedestrian needs

• The creation of more footpaths and 
cycle routes

• Improved signage to inform through 
traffic and visitors

• Work to resolve congestion and safety 
issues

• Car sharing, use of public transport 
and a ‘Park & Change’ facility

A RESILIENT COMMUNITY:
To create and preserve a resilient community, the 
Plan supports:

• Continued liaison with public service 
providers to maintain and improve 
service levels

• Interaction and community 
involvement in local education and 
health services

• Community awareness of emergency 
planning

2.  THE PARISH OF 
WINKLEIGH

Winkleigh is a parish of 3,726 hectares and 
1,643 population (2011), situated in the centre 
of Devon.  Administratively the parish is in the 
south-eastern corner of Torridge District.  It lies 
within the transition zone of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) Biosphere Reserve of North Devon and 
part of it is within the Nature Improvement Area 
of the Torridge.  

The parliamentary constituency is Torridge and 
West Devon.  The parish lies at the extremity of its 
administrative district and acts as a Local Centre 
for several surrounding parishes, many of them in 
other administrative districts.

2.1 History
The village is essentially a Saxon foundation and 
gave its name to a Hundred.  The Domesday Book 
records it as having the only deer park in the 
county and a wood, which may equate with the 
modern Winkleigh Wood.  

Most unusually, there were two medieval castle 
mounds or ‘mottes’. The Village Hall stands on 
one of these, Croft Castle, while Court Castle is to 
the east.  Winkleigh has never been a traditional 
manorial village, largely controlled by one family.  
It was granted a market and a fair, which recently 
celebrated its 750th anniversary.

The parish developed over many centuries 
as overwhelmingly agricultural, with its lands 
enclosed very early.  Kelly’s Directory for 1902 
records a population of 1,079 with 52 farmers 
and two yeomen, four carpenters, three tailors, 
three masons, three smiths, six shopkeepers, 
five innkeepers, three shoemakers and 14 other 
trades.  

The historic population peaked in 1851 at 1,554, 
after which it declined to a low point of 881 in 
1931, as war and mechanisation took men off 
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the  land.  Both World Wars gave major shocks 
to what had been a resilient economic system.  
Many men left the land to fight in the First World 
War, with 26 deaths recorded.6  In the Second 
War, much land was ploughed for the first time 
and the construction of the Airfield to the north 
of the village left a permanent legacy.

6 ‘Roll of Honour’, Winkleigh Parish Church

2.2 A Sustainable & 
Resilient Future

Our vision for the future of Winkleigh is of a 
SUSTAINABLE and RESILIENT community and 
these two themes run throughout the Community 
Plan.  
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These aspirations are captured in the following 
boxes showing the objectives, as well as the 
ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC and SOCIAL 
outcomes the Plan hopes to achieve.  All the 
objectives and outcomes interact and ultimately 
combine to form the concept of a SUSTAINABLE 
community, summarised in the centre of the 
diagram (below).

ENVIRONMENT:

• Our natural environment will thrive 
and allow people the opportunity to 
enjoy it

• Natural resources such as energy and 
water will be conserved and used 
wisely

• Our history and heritage will be 
valued and reflected in planning for 
the future

• Development will be sympathetic 
to the local setting, character and 
landscape

• Infrastructure will be able to cope 
with the demands placed on it

• Our waste will be reduced and 
recycled

ECONOMY:

• Opportunities to work locally, helped 
by training and business support

• Good ICT (Information and 
Communications Technology) and 
high speed Broadband 

• Land and premises available to expand 
and set up new businesses

• Traditional industries such as farming 
and tourism are respected

• New uses for redundant land and 
buildings

• Retaining money in the local economy 
by shopping locally

SOCIETY:

• Housing that meets local needs and is 
affordable

• Good shops, school, health and 
community facilities to serve local 
residents 

• A safe pedestrian, cycle and road 
environment 

• A sense of community and belonging

• A stake in the community and an 
active contribution to the decisions 
made about it

• Good information and knowledge 
about how to respond and adapt to 
emergency situations

SUSTAINABILITY:

• A sustainable Winkleigh is one where 
the needs of today’s residents can 
be met without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.  This idea has a 
social, economic and environmental 
component.  Importantly however, 
it also covers notions of equity and 
fairness, equal opportunity and 
responsible decision making

RESILIENCE:

• A resilient Winkleigh is one where the 
community is viable and can organise 
itself and tackle the problems it 
encounters.  It can bear and recover 
from whatever life throws at it
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3.  ENVIRONMENT 
& RESOURCES

Broad ranging and multi-faceted, the Environment 
covers many aspects of our community life.   How 
we relate to and deal with both current and 
emerging issues in this complex arena will play a 
prominent role in the development and success 
of our Community Plan. 

3.1 The Natural 
Environment

What Do We Know?
Information about the geography, wildlife and 
historic value of the parish is reported in published 
sources7&8.  This has been supplemented by the 
community questionnaire, to identify features of 
local significance people value.

Geography & Landscape
Like many local villages, Winkleigh is situated on 
a hilltop, which makes it resilient to the abundant 
rainfall (1025 mm a year)9. Hollocombe lies along 
the side of a steep valley draining to the River Taw.  

The area is one of comparatively small farms, 
mainly lain to grass for cattle and sheep, in 
modest-sized fields surrounded by thick hedges 
often of considerable age.  This forms the 
predominant landscape, but there are also higher, 
flatter and poorly-drained areas, dominated by 
Culm grassland.  The valley bottoms that drain 
the area are often characterised by marshland 
and habitats rich in wildlife.  

7 http://www.torridge.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.
ashx?id=775&p=0

8 http://www.uklocalarea.com/browse.php/q/
Winkleigh/wc/18UKHD

9 http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/
climate/gcj1q4n2y (UK Met Office, climate 
records - North Wyke, nearest)

The landscape strategy for the area is:

‘To protect the landscape’s open skylines, 
and to protect and enhance its rural 
character.  The area’s distinctive skylines, 
with their characteristic church towers 
and hilltop clumps remain free from 
inappropriate development.  Agricultural 
land is well‐managed, including hedgerows 
and patches of unimproved grassland.  
Historic features and surviving areas of 
Culm grassland are protected, along with 
the area’s qualities of tranquillity and dark 
night skies.  Existing development is better‐
integrated into the landscape to enhance 
its rural character.’

A full description of the landscape character for 
the area and activities that threaten to change 
it, can be found on the Devon County Council 
website.10

The whole of the parish lies within the UNESCO 
North Devon Biosphere Reserve,11 one of only 
six designated areas in the country.  The aim of 
the Biosphere is to promote the area drained by 
the catchment areas of the Taw and Torridge as a 
classroom for sustainable living.

Although the parish does not have any statutorily 
protected landscapes, eg Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONBs), this does not mean the 
landscape has no value.  In addition to the setting 
in the High Culm Ridges ‘Landscape Character 
Area’,12 there are other notable local features, 
Winkleigh Wood is of a very considerable age and 
is now mixed woodland.  

Other areas of landscape interest are the mixed 
ancient and more modern woodland of the steep 
sided Hollocombe Water valley, Hollocombe 
Moor and the landscape legacy of Winkleigh’s 
Second World War Airfield.

10 http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/
environmentplanning/natural_environment/
landscape.htm

11 http://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/

12 See designations [online] at: http://www.
torridge.gov.uk/landscapesensitivity
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Wildlife & Conservation
A biodiversity audit13 identifies that around 25% 
of the parish is designated (or proposed) for 
wildlife conservation, including one Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) at Pope’s Moor, 8 County 
Wildlife Sites and 13 other sites.  All of these 
are important Culm grassland or wet woodland 
habitats.   

Winkleigh’s wet woodland, marshy grassland, 
mire and willow and alder give rise to wet habitats 
that support a diverse array of plants, insects, 
birds and mammals.   The tributaries to the River 
Taw are important linear habitats and provide 
valuable aquatic corridors.

The former Airfield is an important habitat for 
over-wintering birds such as lapwing and golden 

13 http://www.devon.gov.uk/print/winkleighpba.
pdf

plover, ground-nesting birds such as skylarks 
and reptiles such as slow-worm and common 
lizard.  More recent spread of gorse may have 
encouraged linnet and yellow-hammer.

The poorly-drained nature of the Culm grasslands 
means agricultural improvement is difficult.  As 
a result many historic field patterns and species-
rich hedgerows have been retained.

Community Feedback
The questionnaire results showed a high level of 
concern for the natural environment:

• 73% agreed that wildlife should be 
supported by local planning policies

• 62% agreed that more trees and 
hedges should be planted for wildlife 
habitats

• 59% would like more information 
about wildlife in the parish

• 61% agreed that more areas should 
be designated for wildlife protection

‘Hedges should be allowed to grow 
more  ...  they are cut back too hard ...’
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The issues covered:

• A concern that more development 
in Winkleigh would put pressure on 
wildlife habitats

• The need for habitats to be well 
managed and protected

• A desire for habitats to be more 
accessible, particularly Winkleigh 
Wood and Hollocombe Moor

• The state of the hedges and the need 
to value and maintain them in a 
sustainable manner

What About The Future?
The Winkleigh biodiversity audit set out some 
actions that could be taken locally to help wildlife 
thrive.  Many rely on partnership with local 
landowners.  They can be summarised as:

• Work to build a better picture of the 
diversity of wildlife present.  More 
information on vulnerable species 
subject to Action Plans, such as brown 
long-eared bats, curlew and lapwing

• Surveys of hedgerows to establish 
how this resource has changed.  It 
could also highlight opportunities for 
traditional hedge management to the 
benefit of wildlife

• Creating more areas of species-
rich grasslands to reduce isolation 
and fragmentation of traditionally 
managed land.  Managing other areas 
like churchyards to benefit wildlife

• Planting areas that are of little wildlife 
value with new copses of native trees 
and shrubs

• Pond creation to encourage wildlife

• Wildlife corridors connecting isolated 
areas of Culm grassland to larger areas 
to secure viable habitat networks.  
Areas that could benefit include 
Durdon Moor, Thomas and Yelland’s 
Moor, and Slees Cottage which could 
connect  to Hollocombe Moor

• The promotion of wilderness areas, 
which could include part of the 
former Airfield, roadside verges, old 
quarries etc

3.2 Cultural & Built 
Heritage 

What Do We Know?
There is evidence of people living in the area from 
the Bronze Age, Saxon and Medieval periods, and 
of having laid their stamp on the field systems.  
Many fields have traditional names while straight 
ridgeway routes have the appearance of drove 
roads.

There are 76 listed buildings in the parish. The 
record of listed buildings can be found online.14 
The core of the village is a Conservation Area (see 
map on page 17), designated in 1971.  This area 
contains most of the listed buildings in the village. 

14 http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/
england/devon/winkleigh.
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The most important domestic listed buildings is 
Lower Bransgrove, which has a Grade II* listing.  
The only Grade I listed building is ‘All Saints 
Church’ in Winkleigh, recorded in 1176, though 
the fabric dates from the 14th Century and it was 
heavily restored in the 19th Century.  

The strong dissenting tradition of rural Devon 
is represented by chapels in Castle Street, 
Exeter Road (now residential), Stable Green and 
Hollocombe.  

The pyramidal pump in the Village Square was built 
to celebrate the Great Reform of 1832.  Some of 
the wartime buildings on and around the Airfield 
are also listed buildings.  The two castle mounds 
(Court and Croft) are ancient monuments (green 
areas on map) with the Village Hall built atop the 
latter in 1936.  In Hollocombe, the Barton was 
given the right to fortify in 1361.

The unofficial heritage, that the people of 
Winkleigh really care about, undoubtedly includes 
these official monuments, but is clearly eclipsed 
in local affection by the annual Winkleigh Fair, a 
whole week of events held in mid-July and now 
more than 750 years old.

The Square lies at the heart of the village and is a 
most important focal point for community events 
as well as being one of the features that defines 
the character of the village. 

The village is also proud of its old family traditions, 
as evidenced by the book of oral history, ‘It’s Living 
History, Isn’t It?’,15 published by the Winkleigh 
Society.16  Published even earlier, ‘The Winkleigh 
Book’17 gives a comprehensive insight into the 
history and life of Winkleigh.  There has also been 
a considerable project to expand and collect 
archives, especially photographs, of the village.  
A current project is to upgrade the digitisation of 
records and make them more accessible. 

Another local interest is in old vehicles, with 
the West of England transport collection on the 
Airfield, and many keen, local restorers of old 
cars, motorcycles and farm vehicles.

Community Feedback
The community clearly values the traditional feel 
of the village and the surrounding rural area.  

‘Protect the character of the older 
buildings and especially the provisions 

that apply in a conservation area.’

Comments gathered from the questionnaire 
and village events refer to the distinctive 
village character and the peace, quiet and rural 
atmosphere.  The tranquillity of this part of Devon 
and its remoteness from bigger towns are factors 
that contribute to the special qualities of the area.  
The concerns of the community relate to:

• The type, scale and design of new 
development and its impact on the 
character of the area and village

• Concern about how recent 
development took no cue from the 
traditional village layout or building 
styles and leaves no positive legacy 

15  ‘It’s Living History, Isn’t It?’ Gillian Holman and 
Peter Monkcom

16  http://www.winkleighonline.com

17 Published by Beaford Arts Centre, 1997
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2. Measures to improve the built environment, 
for example:

• Surveys to identify traditional features 
such as metal work, boundary stones 
or carpentry that adds to the character 
of the parish

• Identifying elements of traditional 
design that should be reflected in 
new development, for example, by 
creating/updating a Village Design 
Statement

• Influencing and commenting on, the 
design and layout of new development

• Encouraging TDC to review the 
‘Conservation Area Appraisal’ and 
produce a management plan for it

for the future

• The desire to see more sustainable 
and traditional building materials

• The need to protect the older 
buildings, particularly those in the 
Conservation Area

What About The Future?
Potential future actions fall into two groups:

1. Those that enrich the cultural life of 
Winkleigh, for example, those drawing 
on local traditions and activities, pull the 
community together and give a sense of 
collective identity; keeping the Winkleigh 
Fair tradition alive.
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3.3 Connecting Villages 
& Countryside

What Do We Know About Footpaths 
& Public Rights Of Way?
Unlike many Devon parishes, Winkleigh village 
does not have many public footpaths or public 
rights of way.  Those that do exist are poorly 
linked and do not connect with the places to 
which people wish to walk.  

The Biodiversity Audit noted this and comments 
that some of the footpaths that do exist are 
poorly signed.   Hollocombe is better placed with 
footpaths and bridleways in the river valleys.

Community Feedback
Just over half of respondents to the questionnaire 
wished to see more public footpaths created.  
There is concern for the upkeep of existing paths.  
The start of some footpaths can only be accessed 
from local lanes, which some regard as dangerous 
to pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists.  

‘Winkleigh is a traffic island.  There is 
nowhere to walk without getting in a 

car and driving to somewhere!’

A safe path to Winkleigh Wood is a special 
concern, as the Wood is especially popular with 
dog walkers.  This has been an issue for some time 
and some public consultation has taken place.

What About The Future?
The considerable public support for a footpath to 
link the village to Winkleigh Wood suggests this 
should be a priority.  The Biodiversity Audit also 
identifies potential areas suitable for footpath 
creation linking features like Hollocombe Moor 
and Hollocombe Woods.  Any future footpath 
creation could only be taken forward by agreement 
and close partnership with local landowners.

3.4 Energy 

What Do We Know?
The use of energy contributes to carbon 
emissions, widely acknowledged as driving 
dangerous man-made climate change.  Reducing 
demand for energy helps to reduce emissions 
and saves money.  The use of energy in Winkleigh 
was the subject of a study carried out by the 
University of East Anglia,18 which found that most 
household energy was used for heating and hot 
water (63%), with 25% used for transport.  The 
average combined gas and electricity bill is now 
around £1,300.

18 Winkleigh Carbon Reduction Project, University 
of  East Anglia

 http://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/
uploads/1/5/4/4/15448192/winkleigh_carbon_
plan_final_report_ndbr.pdf
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In 2011, around 27% of households in Winkleigh 
spent more than 10% of their income on heating 
their homes.  The housing stock is older than 
average, difficult to insulate and there is no 
mains gas. People are therefore more reliant 
on comparatively expensive fuels such as oil or 
propane gas (LPG).

‘A policy and plan is needed to address 
fuel poverty and energy issues for the 

future.’

In 2013, over 43.7MWH of electricity were 
generated from renewable sources in Torridge, 
the majority from on-shore wind and solar 
PV (photo-voltaic).  Some home owners have 
installed their own renewable energy systems, 
usually solar panels, but domestic take up is lower 
in Torridge than elsewhere in Devon.

The Government’s ‘Green Deal’ scheme for 
energy efficiency may benefit those on very low 
incomes by installing insulation and other energy 
efficiency measures for free.  The Winkleigh 
Carbon Reduction Project Report suggested 198 
families (21%) may qualify for these measures.

Community Feedback
People are worried about the cost of energy and 
the need for homes that are energy efficient and 
sustainable.  Many people had taken steps to 
improve the energy efficiency of their homes; 
popular measures included loft insulation (89%), 
double-glazing (87%) and energy saving lighting 
(85%).

‘I FULLY agree with small scale 
renewable energy without vast areas 
of the countryside being filled with 

farming energy.’

Returns from the questionnaire indicate that 
renewable energy is used in 23% of homes. Of 
these, wood was the most popular renewable 
source (62.6%) with solar PV and solar thermal 
panels also being represented (9.1% and 21.2% 
respectively).

‘NO wind turbines!’
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Renewable energy generation remains a 
controversial topic in the parish. Feelings about 
the role of commercial renewable energy 
generation remain coloured by the experience of 
the biomass generator proposed on the former 
Airfield.  At the time, there was considerable local 
opposition because of the scale of the project, 
questions about the technology and the fuel to 
be used. The location of the generator was also 
felt to be inappropriate in the countryside.

Residents are more receptive to some forms of 
renewable energy than others:

• 52% are in favour of solar energy 
(16% oppose)

• 29% are in favour of biomass, such as 
wood pellets (28% opposed it)

• 23% are in favour of wind energy 
(48% opposed it)

Just over half of respondents (53%) are in favour 
of community schemes for renewable energy. 
Only 11% are actively against the idea, suggesting 
that where there are local benefits to energy 
generation, people are receptive to the idea.

What About The Future?
The Winkleigh Carbon Reduction Project 
suggested there were still properties in Winkleigh 
that would benefit from better energy efficiency 
measures.  Revisiting the actions identified would 
help to develop plans that could take advantage 
of the ‘Green Deal’ and other Government 
incentives.

There is support for community energy schemes 
and a project that ‘paid back’ into the community 
could overcome some of the opposition to 
renewable energy generation.  

To develop such a project residents would either 
have to raise money to invest on the community’s 
behalf, or overcome their distaste for commercial 
ventures that are large enough to include a 
community element.  

There are likely to be more planning applications 
for renewable energy schemes and the parish 

needs to make informed decisions based on a 
balanced assessment of the facts.  

One tool that might help assess controversial wind 
turbine applications is a virtual model, as used by 
architects to show clients what a new building 
will look like in the landscape.  These are not 
produced routinely for planning applications, but 
perhaps the community could explore developing 
or sourcing such a tool.  

The controversial nature of renewable energy 
projects at the commercial scale suggests priority 
should go to improving the energy efficiency of 
the existing properties, including investing in 
solar panels and other renewable technologies 
where appropriate.  

Investing in insulating community buildings and 
installing domestic renewable heating systems 
and solar panels would be of benefit.
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3.5 Waste & Recycling

What Do We Know?
In 2011-12, Torridge residents recycled 43.6% of 
their waste.19  In Devon, only Exeter (36.2%) had 
a lower recycling rate.  Yet there is no convenient 
recycling centre for bulkier items!  Residents use 
sites at Okehampton, Crediton (Punchbowl) and 
at St Giles (Deep Moor).

Until recently, on the first Saturday of the month 
there was a collection of plastics at the Village Hall 
run by volunteers and the goodwill of Peninsula 
Waste Savers (PWS), a commercial recycler 
based at North Tawton.  This replaced a static bin 
collection at the Community Centre.  The static 
cages proved popular (if somewhat impractical), 
which is surprising given that in 2004 evidence 
showed 85% did not use the recycling pavilion 
(which has since been removed).

The availability of composting facilities was 
an issue in the previous Parish Plan, but the 
introduction of the green waste collection seems 
to have satisfied the demand.

19 Devon County Council – Recycling Statistics 
2011/12: http://www.devon.gov.uk/cma_report.
htm?cmadoc=report_cdw1215.html

Community Feedback
There is a considerable satisfaction with the 
regular collection of household waste (85%) and 
with the Green Box recycling (75%), including 
paper and cardboard and the garden recycling 
(green wheelie bin).  There remains dissatisfaction 
with the restricted range of items collected by 
South Molton Recycle.  Some respondents would 
like to see the collection of plastic waste on a 
more frequent basis.

‘More plastic recycling ... where do you 
store a month’s worth of plastic?’

What About The Future?
There is concern about the continuity and long-
term viability of the plastics collection.  However, 
new, clearly labelled recycling bins have now 
been located at the D & S Supplies car park on 
the Airfield and can be accessed during regular 
business hours. 

‘I have been impressed by the energy 
and enthusiasm of the local Green 

Group.’

Items for collection are plastics (especially 
those not collected by South Molton Recycle), 
cardboard, paper and textiles. This venture has 
been made possible with support from Peninsula 
Waste Savers.
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4.  ECONOMY

What Do We Know?
The 2011 census shows that 67% of 
the Winkleigh population aged 16-74 
is economically active, slightly lower 
than the rate for Devon (70%); 20% 
count themselves as retired (18% in 
Devon).  

At nearly 22%, levels of self-
employment are more than twice 
the national average.  Some 23% 
of residents aged over 16 had no 
qualifications, higher than the rate 
for Devon (21%) but lower than the 
picture in Torridge (25%). 

In common with national trends, the 
number of residents working part-
time has increased in recent years.  In 
2001, 10% worked part-time; in 2011 
this had risen to 34%.  

In August 2013, 6.6% of residents 
aged 16-64 were claiming key out-of-
work benefits,20 compared to 9.9% in 
Torridge and 10.9% in Great Britain.21  
Household incomes in the area 
remain low.  Information from the 
Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 
Provisional Results for 2013,22 shows 
that in Torridge the average gross 
annual wage (residence based) is 
£19,719 compared to £27,737 in 
England.  

20 Key out-of-work benefit groups 
include: job seekers, ESA and 
incapacity benefits, lone parents 
and others on income-related 
benefits

21 NOMIS (Office for National 
Statistics) ward profile for Winkleigh

22 http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/
ashe/annual-survey-of-hours-and-
earnings/2013-provisional-results/
index.html
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There is also a difference between 
the earnings of those who live in 
the District and those who work in 
it, suggesting that those with the 
highest earnings may work outside 
of Torridge.  In 2001, 53% of those 
working travelled less than 10km to 
work, suggesting they were employed 
fairly locally.

The economy of Torridge is dominated 
by activities linked to tourism and/or 
agriculture, a high incidence of poorly-
paid and seasonal employment, a high 
level of self-employment and a weak 
profile in terms of workforce skills.
  
At the time of the 2011 census, small 
employers and own-account workers 
dominated the economy of the parish.  

The rising trend for self-employment, 
part-time working and micro-business 
suggests people’s working lives are 
becoming more agile as they adapt 
to new job opportunities and working 
practices.  Economic uncertainty, 
part-time working or holding more 
than one job, and less secure 
employment contracts, may also be 
factors that push people towards self-
employment.

Supporting new ways of working 
requires good ICT and Broadband 
communications.  In 2013, ‘Connecting 
Devon and Somerset’23 agreed a deal 
with British Telecom which aims to 
deliver high-speed fibre Broadband 
to some 90% of premises by the end 
of 2016 and to ensure a minimum of 
2Mbps Broadband speeds for all.  

The Winkleigh upgrade is programmed 
to begin Autumn 2014.

23 https://www.
connectingdevonandsomerset.
co.uk/
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Land For Employment Development
Within the parish there are four designated 
General Employment Areas (GEAs) or areas of 
Employment Land (outlined in black on main 
and inset maps) for commercial/industrial 
development:

1. Airfield North of A3124 (beside 
Rangemoors)

2. Airfield South of A3124 (beside old 
Boughtons site, now Tristan Johnson 
Ltd)

3. Seckington Cross (three small sites; 
including Forthglade and Winkleigh 
Pine)

4. Western Barn (site of the Cider 
factory)

There is a total of 4.12 hectares available for 
development (without planning permission), with 
community support for commercial development 
on brownfield sites in preference to development 
in open countryside. There is also potential for 
further employment use on the former Airfield. 

The Airfield is covered by a Site Development Brief 
(SDB)24 prepared by TDC, outlined in green on 
main map.  The Parish Council along with several 
businesses on the Airfield, are liaising with TDC 
to include an Appendix to the Site Development 

24 SDB 2010; http://www.torridge.gov.uk/
CHttpHandler.ashx?id=6084&p=0
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Brief, in order to provide greater flexibility for 
existing and new business development, and to 
include an extended range of uses on some areas 
of the Airfield.  Some scope for this is already 
included in the TDC draft Local Plan under Policy 
WIN01 (area outlined on the map overleaf).  

  ‘There seem to be a lot of businesses 
starting up in the rural areas of 

Winkleigh.  It seems odd that they are 
allowed when the areas already allocated 

as industrial parks are ignored.’

Most businesses require good access and both 
the Airfield and Seckington site offer reasonable 
access to the county road network.  

Aerial map imagery copyright 2014 DigitalGlobe, Get-
mapping plc, Map data copyright 2014 Google

Road access at Western Barn is much less 
satisfactory, although the whole area suffers from 
long journey times to national markets. 

Local commercial activity:  The main focus of retail 
services is in the centre of Winkleigh village. There 
is a small supermarket type village shop, a post 
office (which is also a sorting office), a butcher, 
several public houses, a garage/filling station, 
a motorcycle/car repair business, a veterinary 
surgery, a hairdresser, a café and a part-time 
fishmonger.  There are also retail outlets at the 
Cider Factory and a vehicle sales premises.  

  ‘Winkleigh is probably unique in 
Devon with its wide selection of 

businesses and services.’

On the AIRFIELD there is a multi-product retail 
store and café (D & S Supplies), a trade builders’ 
merchant, a mobile/park home sales outlet, 
a multi-fuel heating showroom, a plant hire 
business, a thatching supplier and reed storage/
distribution facility, a recycling yard and a park 
home area located at Four Seasons Village.

At SECKINGTON Cross there is Winkleigh Timber 
(offering reclaimed timber, slate and bespoke 
furniture), Forthglade (employing over 60 staff 
supplying pet food products), a retail car sales site 
and a fast food cafe and take away.  

At WESTERN BARN there is Winkleigh Cider, 
Kingsley Plastics and Andrew Hicks Engineering.



Around the Parish you will find a wide variety of 
other businesses, including; Enigma Care at ‘Little 
Acorns’ (a residential care home for young people 
with learning disabilities and other challenging 
behaviour), a cactus shop/supplier, a trade 
fixings/agricultural supplier, several thatch/reed 
suppliers, an agricultural machinery distributor, a 
machinery service/sales outlet, a steel building/
engineering firm (Hodgsons) and a local family-
run farm shop.  

There are also many home or farm-based 
businesses including an award-winning eco-
tourism farm, a vineyard and campsite and several 
self-catering holiday or B&B businesses.

Community Feedback
Responses to the questionnaire show that 
residents want Winkleigh to remain a working 
village. 

• 78% of the respondents support more 
economic growth

• An overwhelming majority (83%) 
thought commercial development 
should be located within existing 
employment areas, identified by TDC 
in the Local Plan  

• Higher speed Broadband was also 
identified as a priority both to 
promote existing businesses and 
encourage new ones to the area

• Over 30% of respondents (135) are 
affected by noise or pollution, with a 
number citing commercial noise, light 
pollution, odours and air pollution

There was considerable support for planning 
policies to support our wildlife assets (69%) and 
for all new developments to use sustainable 
building materials and promote energy efficiency 
(80%).  Thirty respondents (7.5%) indicated an 
interest in starting a business in Winkleigh, with 
half of those stating they needed storage and 
workshop facilities.

‘If there were affordable units for small 
businesses I would definitely relocate to 

Winkleigh.’

There was also considerable feedback specific to 
the issues surrounding future development of 
the former Airfield that can be summarised as 
follows:

• A need to be more flexible about 
the business uses and planning use 
classes permitted on the former 
Airfield, to be reflected in a review of 
the SDB for the area

• Review of the demand for live/work 
units

• Active promotion and marketing of 
the former Airfield site

• Getting landscape and environmental 
improvements when development 
occurs

The draft Local Plan outlines; 

‘Any proposals for new employment uses, 
or change of use of existing sites, will be 
considered against the spatial strategy for 
Winkleigh, Policy WlN01 ... Policy WlN01 
Winkleigh Airfield: (l) Development at 
Winkleigh Airfield, as defined on Policies 
Map, will be in accordance with a 
Development Brief, or other supplementary 
planning document approved by the local 
planning authority, to ensure restoration 
and enhancement of the landscape and 
that provides: (a) a continued use of land 
at the airfield for agriculture, and, (b) 
other acceptable uses, including Bl, B2 and 
B8 uses ...’.

While there is potential for diversifying 
the economy and capitalising on planned 
improvements to Broadband and better 
marketing, most respondents preferred economic 
development linked to agriculture.  

Many of the jobs locally are based in retailing and 
other service activities.  While Winkleigh has an 
impressive list of shops and facilities, there are 
limited banking services and the nearest large 
supermarkets are in Crediton, Okehampton and 
Torrington.  Although distance to supermarkets 
was mentioned as an issue, respondents did not 
want to undermine the role of the village shop.
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What About The Future?
Winkleigh is fortunate in retaining a good 
mixture of jobs, shops and services; securing 
and expanding this, has to be the priority for the 
future.  There are a number of areas for action:

• Continued lobbying for improved 
Broadband and mobile phone 
coverage

• Continued monitoring of progress 
and coverage of Broadband across 
the parish in order to ensure better 
coverage 

• Marketing and promotion of 
Winkleigh as a place to do business

• Further negotiation with Torridge 
regarding the planning policies 
applied to the Airfield, through 
the implementation of a workable 
‘Appendix’ to the SDB

• Encouraging spending locally to 
support shops and businesses

• Encouraging tourism and visitor 
spending (see also Section 7. 
Transport and Traffic and potential 
actions in relation to signage)

  ‘We are well supported by the butcher, 
shops, vet, post office, pubs etc. ... it 
is essential that the retention of these 

facilities is at the forefront of any future 
planning for this area.’

More information is needed about the operation 
of the business community, to explore how 
collectively it could address some of the areas 
listed above, for example another ‘Winkleigh 
Together’ initiative.  

Future action could address themes relating to 
food and drink, marketing and training/business 
support.  More information is also required to 
establish what can be done to:

• Reduce the environmental impacts of 
business on other nearby properties 
(135 respondents are affected)

• Improve the awareness of businesses 
about energy management and 
efficiency and the opportunities 
offered by the ‘Green Deal’

• Assist those wishing to start their 
own business in appropriate locations
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5.  HOUSING

What Do We Know?
At the time of the 2011 Census,25 there were 
1,622 people living in Winkleigh Parish, making 
up 737 households.  The age profile of the 
parish is skewed towards older age groups; 26% 
of residents are over 65 (compared to 19.6% in 
Torridge and 16.4% in England) and only 15% of 
the population is under 16 (16.4% in Torridge, 
18.9% in England).

The population of the village has grown in 
recent years.  Between 2001 and 2011, Devon’s 
population grew by 5.9%; Torridge increased by 
8.3%; Winkleigh Parish grew by nearly double this 
at 15.7%.   Over the same period, the number of 
households increased by 18% as household sizes 
have become smaller (more people living alone, 
ageing population).  Almost a third of households 
in Winkleigh have only one occupant.  Population 
projections show that the proportion of older 
people will increase, presenting challenges for 
social care and housing.

Over three quarters of households in Winkleigh 
are owner-occupied.  The availability of shared-
ownership or properties available to rent from 
a social landlord is low (9%).  As a result, the 
private rental market is more important locally, 
with some 14% of households in this type of 
accommodation.  

Housing affordability is an issue; the National 
Housing Federation report ‘Home Truths’26 
estimated in 2012 the gross annual income needed 
to buy a house in Torridge was £45,081, with the 
average home costing £197,299. The majority 
of householders live in either a 3-bedroomed 
(42%) or a 2-bedroomed (34%) home. The Parish 
Council commissioned a Housing Needs Survey, 
conducted by the Community Council of Devon 
(CCD) in June 2014.  This identifies specific need, 
especially for social/affordable housing.

25 http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk

26 Home Truths:  The housing market in the south 
west 2013/14, National Housing Federation 
(the figures in the publication refer to 2012)

Between 2001 and 2011, 132 new houses were 
built. There have been three large sites developed; 
King’s Meadow to the north of the village and 
two housing sites to the south of the village - 
the Meadows (or Westcots) and Elms Meadow, 
both bounded by the southern by-pass road.  The 
latter two sites have added to the village in a very 
visible way. 

‘The most recent development was too 
overcrowded.’

The Four Seasons Village on the Airfield, also 
offers an alternative location for people to live 
and has expanded in recent years.

5.1 Development

What Do We Know?
New homes are built on land allocated by TDC 
in its Local Plan (allocated sites are selected by a 
process called Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment  or ‘SHLAA’), or as a result of planning 
permissions granted.  Recent assessments of 
housing in Torridge District indicate a need for 
around 2,200 new homes in the rural areas to 
meet housing needs to 2031.  

Winkleigh is identified as a Local Centre where 
the village will be expected to cater not just for 
its own housing needs but also to meet those 
of surrounding parishes, largely because it has 
facilities that serve the local area.  The draft 
Local Plan seeks to increase the housing stock in 
such Local Centres by 10%.  The Parish Council 
has supported a more modest growth rate of 
5%, reinforced by the overwhelming community 
view, historical growth and need for enhanced 
infrastructure.

As part of that process, the draft Local Plan 
identifies an area of land to the north of the village 
for 55 new houses, to be delivered in two phases 
through policies WIN02 (30 houses) and WIN03 
(25 houses), indicated on the map opposite. The 
Local Plan is currently only a draft and the sites, 
policies and other proposals may change as it 
progresses to be scrutinised at an examination 
in public and to final adoption. The new 
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development is also expected to provide a village 
car park, green space, community woodland of 
approximately 0.6 hectares and good pedestrian 
links to the village and playing fields.

‘No more housing without jobs to go with it.’

‘The village has already been over-
developed and does not have the sewage/
water infrastructure to cope.  It is also too 
isolated for most people of working age.’

The map above shows the extent of the 
proposed Development Boundary for Winkleigh. 
Development is (in principle) acceptable within 
the boundary and therefore more likely to receive 
planning permission. 

The Government has also recently introduced 
measures to relax planning regulations for the 
conversion of redundant farm buildings.  Where 
buildings meet criteria they can be converted to 
housing without the need for planning permission.  
This may open up more opportunities for housing. 

Community Feedback
Respondents to the questionnaire were divided in 
their support for new housing:

• 47% support new housing, but 43% 
are opposed

• Of those supporting new housing, 50% 
felt it should be located in Winkleigh

• Only 3% of respondents support 
large-scale development (defined in 
the questionnaire as sites of 15 or 
more homes)

• 88% of respondents favour small-scale 
sites, infill, single-plot developments 
and conversions

• 22 people thought they would require 
affordable housing in the next 5 
years.  Almost half of those requiring 
affordable housing needed a property 
to rent

‘Affordable, sustainable housing for 
local working families.’

There was some support for development of 
community-owned housing, through a community 
development trust.

There is considerable concern among parishioners 
that the scale of development in recent years has 
eroded the unique and distinctive character of 
Winkleigh and introduced design that is more 
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urban than rural in nature.  Some of these issues 
are covered in Section 3.2 (Cultural and Built 
Heritage).  

There was also concern about unsustainable 
pressure on key facilities such as roads, village 
parking, the school and doctors’ branch surgery.

What About The Future?
An issue is likely to be the emerging proposals in 
the Local Plan and the expressed preference of the 
community for small-scale development.  Even if 
future levels of development are greater than the 
majority of the community would like, what that 
development looks like, the types of homes that 
are built and the improvements to the village that 
could be funded, are still important.

This Plan can act as a reference point for future 
comments to Torridge on the Local Plan and the 
planning applications that come forward.  Strong 
themes are:

• a preference for organic growth 
through conversions and small-scale 
sites

• good design that reflects the local 
distinctiveness of Winkleigh

• securing improvements to 
infrastructure to support new 
development, where evidence 
demonstrates there is a need

• using evidence to influence the type 
of housing that is built

• community input alongside 
developers on the design of housing 
sites, before planning permission is 
granted

The Housing Needs Survey (commissioned 2014) 
gives valuable information about the sorts of 
households who need affordable housing and the 
demand for specialist housing (eg for the elderly).

The sorts of actions that will help influence future 
housing are:

• Work closely with TDC to finalise the 
Local Plan

• Reference the Housing Needs Survey

• Identify the key characteristics 
and features of the village that are 
important.  Work with developers to 
reflect these in design

• Explore the legal issues associated 
with community ownership of 
affordable housing sites and learn 
from the experience of other nearby 
parishes, eg High Bickington and 
Holsworthy

• Explore the willingness of local 
landowners to support the community 
with offers of small parcels of land for 
affordable housing
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6.  COMMUNITY

What Do We Know?
Winkleigh has a thriving community life.  There 
are a good range of community groups, societies 
and activities that bring the community together 
and provide leisure, special interest and social 
activities.  Most are listed in the Winkleigh 
Directory.27

Community Facilities
Winkleigh has three significant community 
buildings; the Village Hall, the Community 
Centre and Winkleigh Sports Centre - all of these 
community buildings are available for hire.

The Village Hall in Castle Street dates from the 
1930s.  It has a main hall with a stage, a small 
meeting room and kitchen.  It hosts many events, 
including very popular quiz evenings.

27 http://www.winkleighonline.com/index.php/
winkleigh-business-directory

The Village Hall is constructed on a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument and this restricts expansion 
of the property.

The Community Centre, also in Castle Street, 
is the former school and was acquired for the 
people of Winkleigh in 2011.  It too has a large 
hall, smaller meeting room and kitchen.

Winkleigh Sports Centre is the most recent 
community building to have been built.  It is sited 
in a large area of communal land (in the ownership 
of a registered charity), used as a football field, 
allotments, a children’s play area, multi-sports 
surface for tennis and netball and former bowling 
green.  Inside the Sports Centre there are short-
mat bowling and snooker facilities.

The Chapels and Church are also important 
community buildings. Winkleigh Methodist 
Chapel has grown in recent years and is also open  
for various community events, including hosting 
the Oasis Café on Mondays.  Hollocombe Chapel 
has regular concerts.  
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Winkleigh Parish Church (All Saints) is occasionally 
used for concerts, not least by the Winkleigh 
Singers.

‘The churches provide vital support and 
contribute a huge amount to community 

life ...’

Youth
The youth organisations in the village (including 
Youth Club, Youth Tennis coaching, Saturday Club 
and junior Snooker Club) tend to use the Sports 
Hall, while Beavers use the Village Hall.  The 
school also runs a number of after school clubs.  
There are no Brownies or Guides, due to a lack of 
volunteers.

‘It would be good to see more sports 
opportunities for 5-11 year olds’. ... ‘We 

currently go elsewhere.’

Recreation & Leisure
Quiz nights are frequently held in the village, 
often as fund-raisers by various societies, or 
held in the pubs.  The local pubs also feature 
entertainment such as music nights, race nights 
and casino nights.

The nearest commercial cinemas are in 
Okehampton (New Carlton Cinema) and 
Torrington (Plough Arts Centre).

The Memory Café began in May 2013 and meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month in the 
Community Centre.  

The Over 60s Club meets fortnightly in the Village 
Hall.

Dances (and discos) take place throughout the 
year.  They are generally organised by groups 
such as Winkleigh Fair, Young Farmers and Friends 
of Winkleigh School.  Winkleigh Morris Dancers 
usually hold at least one ‘ceilidh’ in the village hall 
during the year.  Practice evenings are held during 
the winter months in the Community Centre.

Concerts are promoted through Beaford Arts and 
Winkleigh WASPS, and other clubs and societies, 
for example, Winkleigh Singers, Young Farmers.

Winkleigh Fair
The annual Winkleigh Fair, chartered in 1262, is a 
week-long festival of activities during the second 
week in July, culminating in ‘Fair Day’.
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Village Services
Winkleigh is currently served by a mobile bank 
operated by Nat West, which visits weekly for 
about 20 minutes.  Winkleigh Post Office also 
offers some banking services and has a ‘free-to-
use’ ATM/cash-machine.

There is a monthly mobile library service to 
Winkleigh, Hollocombe and surrounding areas.

Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) services were 
withdrawn from the village in 2013, when funding 
ceased.  The nearest CAB is in Okehampton, 
where the nearest Credit Union is also located.

Winkleigh has public conveniences located near 
the junction of Exeter Road and Castle Street, 
which are open seven days a week.

Community Facilities
The Village Hall and Community Centre are older 
buildings that present challenges in terms of their 
upkeep and maintenance.  

The Sports Centre, while newer, is expensive 
to run, requires some maintenance and the 
substantial car park area also needs attention.  
Issues raised by respondents were:

• The difficulties of crossing the main 
road safely to reach the Sports Centre; 
the need to control vehicle speeds 
and for a pedestrian crossing

• Better access for the general public to 
use the facilities, toilets etc.

• The children’s play area requires 
upgrading; the ground is uneven

• More tree planting, benches and 
paths

• The unsustainability of maintaining 
three community venues in Winkleigh

‘More support for creative arts and 
cultural events/groups.’

‘More access for normal people to the 
lottery funded sports centre, so we can 

use the facilities as it’s always locked or 
unavailable for Joe Public.’

Other Recreation & Leisure Facilities
The importance of Winkleigh Fair was highlighted 
by 82% of respondents to the questionnaire.

‘Hope to see the Fair continue.’

Other recreation and leisure activities receiving 
a more than 50% approval rating included quiz 
nights, the Over 60s drop-in centre, concerts, 
dances and adult education classes.

The Youth Club has had to cope with changes 
to the operation of Devon Youth Network.  The 
Network lost its centre in Chulmleigh and now 
works out of Barnstaple.  Consequently, the 
support is not as immediate or as locally relevant. 
Over half of respondents felt that community 
facilities and activities for young people need 
improvement.  The lack of adequately trained 
volunteers was often cited as an issue.

Over 80% of questionnaire respondents valued 
the community magazine Distinctly Winkleigh as 
a source of village news and information.
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What About The Future?
Community life in Winkleigh is in good heart.  
Although societies come and go, new ones take 
their place, for example, recent classes in dance, 
yoga, tai chi and music. 

The biggest issue relates to the management of 
the existing community facilities.  A more secure 
future is needed for the Sports Centre, while the 
Village Hall and Community Centre would benefit 
from refurbishment and modernisation.  

With the Sports Centre the issues need to be 
considered alongside the other uses nearby, ie the 
children’s play area, football field and allotments.  

Finding income or reducing the liabilities on the 
community for the upkeep of three buildings 
needs exploring.  The three community buildings 
need to be put on a more sustainable and secure 
financial footing.  They also depend on volunteers 
coming forward to take an active role in the 
management and operation of the buildings and 
events. 

Targeting the use of the buildings to prospective 
audiences and promoting the facilities to 
surrounding communities could also be of benefit.

7.   TRANSPORT 
& TRAFFIC

What Do We Know?
Winkleigh’s location in the heart of Devon 
means its residents travel in all directions for 
work, services, leisure and other activities.  
Okehampton, Crediton and Torrington are almost 
equidistant from the village.  Barnstaple, to the 
north, is slightly closer than Exeter.

Bus Travel
The only daily bus service is Route 5B from Exeter 
via Crediton, Bow, North Tawton to Winkleigh 
and on via Torrington and Bideford to Barnstaple, 
with nine services per day.   Currently, there is a 
Friday service (647) from Hatherleigh to Exeter 
via Winkleigh, and a twice-weekly service to 
Okehampton (see route map opposite).  

There are no bus services to Chulmleigh, where 
the medical centre and the secondary school are 
located, or to Eggesford railway station.

Services are supplemented by a number of other 
initiatives: Okehampton & District Community 
Transport Group operates a ‘Ring & Ride’ service, 
which includes two wheelchair-accessible 
vehicles.  In October 2012, the ‘Ring & Ride’ service 
had 31 households registered in Winkleigh, many 
of whom regularly use the service.  The ‘Ring & 
Ride’ bus picks up passengers from Winkleigh 
every Tuesday and takes them to Okehampton 
for shopping and social purposes.  There are 9 
passengers who regularly use this service.  There 
are also clients who use the voluntary car service 
to access healthcare appointments, usually at 
North Devon District Hospital, Barnstaple or Royal 
Devon and Exeter Hospital, Exeter.  All services 
are door-to-door.

The ‘Wheels to Work’ scheme offers finance to 
young people for two-wheeled transport to gain 
access to jobs and training; ‘Car Share Devon’ is a 
website that registers those both willing to share 
transport and those seeking transport.
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Train Travel
The nearby Tarka Line connects Barnstaple and 
Exeter, on an almost hourly service.  This has 
recently seen good passenger growth.  Numbers 
have risen by 173% since 2001 and by 10% in the 
last year.  In 2013 some 597,162 people used the 
service.  The line directly connects North Devon 
and intervening rural stations with main-line 
services at Exeter.  

In response to passenger growth, the Tarka Rail 
Association has prepared a longer-term strategy 
for the line that anticipates further passenger 
increases and promotes improvements to rolling 
stock, infrastructure, time-tabling etc.

Unfortunately, there is no public transport from 
Winkleigh to Eggesford Station, about five miles 
from the village; use is also restricted by a lack 
of parking there.  Morchard Road station can be 
reached by bus, but timing is not convenient to 
meet connections and there is no bus back! 

Road Network
Winkleigh lies at the cross roads of routes serving 
places to the east (Eggesford, Chawleigh), the 
west (Hatherleigh), the south (North Tawton, 
Okehampton) and north (Torrington, Bideford, 
Barnstaple).



Winkleigh village itself is served by a network of 
small roads and lanes, many of which lead onto 
the Square.  There is no need for through traffic 
to enter the village, but the presence of shops 
and services means local traffic and parking can 
become problematic, especially in the Square.

Community Feedback
In a survey conducted in 2005, traffic issues were 
a major concern to many parishioners. Although 
improvements have been made to signage and 
traffic calming, this concern has continued:

• In general, 65% of respondents felt 
that traffic was a problem, especially 
in the locations of the A3124, the 
Square, Exeter Road, Townsend Hill, 
and Torrington Road

• Problems relate primarily to speed, 
parking, traffic volume and size/
weight of vehicles

• 57% of people were dissatisfied with 
the condition of minor roads

• 19% think that the main roads need 
improvement

‘... My children would love to be able 
to walk to school but it is far too 

dangerous.’

‘Crossing the main road to the sports 
centre can be difficult due to vehicle 

speed.’

‘Traffic speed and the size of vehicles on 
A3142 and Eggesford Road means we 
can’t let children round the village on 

their own.’ 

Current issues raised by residents are similar to 
the concerns expressed in 2005.  

They can be summarised as:

• Speed along the A3124, especially 
past the Sports Centre

• Speed along Barnstaple Street, 
Torrington Road, Townsend Hill and 
Exeter Road

• Danger to schoolchildren and local 
motorists along Townsend Hill due to 
excessive speed and volume of traffic 
using the route as the ‘Rat Run’

• Lack of adequate parking in the 
Square and along Exeter Road

• HGVs disregarding weight restrictions

• HGVs using unsuitable minor roads

• Poor road surfaces, both in the village 
and locally
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What About The Future?
Traffic related issues have long been a problem 
in Winkleigh.  One of the main priorities of the 
Community Plan will be to make progress on 
the problems.  To do this effectively will mean 
working in partnership with local authorities to 
find solutions and for which funding can be found.

The potential actions can be grouped under three 
themes:

1. Traffic flow in the village - eg exploring 
actions to reduce congestion

2. Traffic speed and safety - eg on 
Townsend Hill and A3124

3. Signage

‘Townsend Hill - the most dangerous 
road in Winkleigh.’

Much has already been done to establish the 
extent of the problems, with vehicle counts and 
speed monitoring being undertaken.  Recently 
signage has been installed to slow down traffic 
on the A3124 and a cyclepath and improved 
pedestrian footpath are in place.

Residents put forward a number of options for 
dealing with Winkleigh’s traffic problems, which 
can be explored and further discussed to gauge 
support for them.  They cover:

• Parking:  Using the Community 
Centre as a backup to parking in the 
Square; marking parking bays in the 
Square; residents only parking; and, 
a campaign for responsible parking.  
Proposals for housing in the draft 
Local Plan also include provision for a 
small village car park

‘A traffic free village square.’

‘Need a small village car park of 12-20 
spaces.’

• Speed:  Periodic monitoring/
enforcement of current speed limits; 
a 20 mph zone for Winkleigh and 
Hollocombe village limits

• Townsend Hill:  Revisiting previous 
proposals for traffic calming (not taken 
forward due to cost); investigating 
partial closure of the road to 
southbound traffic or the alternatives

• Signage:  Re-locating signs to more 
appropriate places, to encourage 
through traffic to use the (bypass) 
route around the village

• Congestion and safety:  Investigating 
if there is a role for some roads in the 
village to be designated one-way

‘Recently Exeter Road was so 
congested a bus could not drive through 
... what would have happened if it were 

a fire engine?’

Taking forward solutions to traffic issues depends 
to an extent on funding.  Liaison with the County 
Council and awareness of the timing of funding 
bids will be an integral part of the Action Plan. 

‘Quick Wins’ for the future could include 
promotion of the ‘Car Share Devon’ website28 and 
a campaign for responsible parking.  

There may also be opportunities to promote any 
future car park in the village as a ‘Park & Change’ 
type of facility, if the location of bus stops can be 
adapted to encourage this.

28  https://new.devon.gov.uk/carsharedevon/
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8.  A RESILIENT 
COMMUNITY

What Might A Resilient Community 
Look Like?
Section 2.1 set out a definition for a resilient 
community as one that can organise itself and 
tackle the problems it encounters, where the 
community can bear and recover from whatever 
life throws at it.

Anticipating changes that may happen allows for 
action to be taken to prepare for them, although 
not all the changes that will happen in future 
are under the control of the community. Many 
external changes - population and climate to 
name but two - will happen whatever actions are 
taken locally.  How these changes are managed, 
and how the community works to get the best 
outcomes, are key to ensuring the village adapts 
well, without losing its essential “Winkleigh-ness”.

This section should be read alongside other topic-
based sections.  It deals mainly with those services 
provided by the State, which are important to the 
overall well-being and safety of residents (health, 
education, fire, ambulance, etc) and which have 
a big impact on the life chances of individuals.  
This section also covers emergency planning, 
local governance and decision-making, showing 
how responsible decision-making happens and 
indicating the roles of the Parish Council and the 
community in taking the plan forward.

8.1 Public Services

What Do We Know?

Health Services
Wallingbrook Health Group (WHG), based in 
Chulmleigh, operates a small branch surgery in 
Winkleigh from premises in Southernhay.  The 
same Group also has surgeries in North Tawton 
and Okehampton.  

The nearest dental surgeries are in Chulmleigh 
and North Tawton.

The re-organisation of the Health Service, 
changes to NHS funding and GP commissioning 
are likely to impact on future healthcare provision 
in Winkleigh.  A growing elderly population will 
also place additional pressure on health services.

At the time of the 2011 census,29 78% of residents 
said they had ‘very good’ or ‘good’ health; just 
fewer than 6% of residents recorded ‘bad’ or 
‘very bad’ health.  A significant proportion of the 
population (1 person in 8) had a long-term illness 
or disability that limited their day-to-day activities 
‘a little’, while a further 8% were limited in their 
day-to-day activities ‘a lot’.  

Some 182 residents (11%) are also providing care 
for others, with about a quarter of these, looking 
after others for over 50 hours a week.  

Education
The Primary School has gone through the required 
statutory process to become a Co-operative Trust 
Foundation School as part of ‘The Two Moors 
Learning Partnership’.  This change will enable the 
sharing of ideas and expertise and help overcome 
some of the barriers caused by rural isolation.  

29 http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk 
(Neighbourhood Summary, Torridge 007D, 
ONS 2011 Census)
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The most recent OFSTED inspection of the 
Primary School recorded it as ‘good’ with some 
‘outstanding’ features identified.30  Numbers 
on the school roll have been rising, partly 
because of new development, but also showing 
active selection by parents.  Winkleigh Pre-
School operates from premises close to the 
Primary School, enabling close links between 
the two.  It was recently recorded by OFSTED 
as ‘outstanding’.31  The Pre-School and Primary 
School are currently undergoing the required 
process to become one unit operating under the 
same budget and governance.

The Bluecoat Children’s Centre, the Torrington 
based ‘Surestart’, operate an outreach session 
on Thursdays throughout the year at the Sports 
Centre.  They also provide support, counselling 
and a family action programme covering the 
parish and surrounding areas.

30 Ofsted Inspection Reports, http://www.ofsted.
gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-
report/provider/ELS/113174

31 Ofsted Inspection Report EY420485 http://
www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-
inspection-report/provider/CARE/EY420485

Secondary level education is provided by 
Chulmleigh Community College, with a proportion 
of younger people attending secondary school in 
Okehampton, Torrington and Crediton. 

The Community College has been rated ‘good’ 
by OFSTED.32  In 2013, 64% of pupils gained 5 or 
more GCSEs at A* to C grades (compared to 59.6% 
in Devon) and 81% of pupils go on to further 
education (and a further 5% to apprenticeships).

Emergency Services
Fire and Rescue:  Devon Fire and Rescue deal 
with fire, road traffic accidents and natural 
emergencies, such as flooding.  Winkleigh is 
served by ‘retained’ fire stations located at 
Chulmleigh, North Tawton and Hatherleigh.  In 
the event of a major incident in Winkleigh, teams 
could also attend from Torrington, Okehampton 
or Crediton.

Ambulance:  Winkleigh is served by ambulances 
based at Exeter and Barnstaple.  The long journey 
times by road to hospital mean the Devon Air 
Ambulance is frequently deployed.  There are 
currently two air ambulance helicopters, one of 
which is based at Eaglescott Airfield.

Police:  The police maintain a regular presence 
in the village and submit a monthly report to 
the Parish Council; a Police Community Support 
Officer visits the village regularly, often at the 

32 Ofsted Inspection Report ELS 137024 http://
www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-
inspection-report/provider/ELS/137024
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weekly Wednesday morning ‘Mini Market’ at the 
Community Centre.  A Police Community Support 
Officer is also present during ‘Speed Watch’ 
sessions with Neighbourhood Watch.  

Devon and Cornwall Constabulary have been 
operating under strict budget controls for several 
years.  Further budget cuts may affect future 
levels of the service.

Community Feedback

Health Services
Responses and comments from the questionnaire 
raised significant concerns over health services for 
Winkleigh residents.  Essentially concern focuses 
on two elements: The quality of the surgery 
facility in Southernhay, and the restricted hours 
and range of services available there.  

There is particular concern that the service in 
North Tawton, recently acquired by WHG, may 
be expanded or re-sited while Winkleigh still 
remains on the ‘waiting list’.  There were fears 
that the expected increase in the numbers of 
elderly in the population, coupled with further 
housing development in Winkleigh, would place 
additional pressure on facilities that many feel are 
not operating well at present.

‘Winkleigh needs a full time doctors’ 
surgery.’

‘The health centre is far too small for 
the size of the village.’

Access to the main services at Chulmleigh, and 
the ancillary services such as physiotherapy, are 
very difficult without a car as there is no bus 
service and community transport schemes often 
struggle for funding.  Many people who normally 
drive may also be unable to do so because of the 
very conditions that prompt a visit to Chulmleigh.

Education
Residents are reasonably content with the quality 
of education provided at Pre-School, Primary and 
Secondary level.   The main concerns of the School 
are the impact of further housing development.  

There are currently 170 pupils on the School 
roll and additional housing could increase this 
further.  There is some concern about the safety 
of children walking to school, although only a few 
need to use Townsend Hill.

Emergency Services
There were few comments about the emergency 
services, with residents concerned about poor 
access for emergency vehicles, lack of police 
enforcement for inconsiderate or dangerous 
parking and speeding offences, and a feeling that 
the police presence was not high enough.

‘More police presence at sensible times 
to catch speeding vehicles.’

What About The Future?
Many of the changes residents wish to see in 
levels of service will require the Parish Council 
and other community organisations to lobby, for 
action to happen.  This will require representation 
and participation in liaison and consultative 
groups.  In particular, concerns about health 
services indicate the need for a continued 
dialogue with the Wallingbrook Health Group.  
Further development in Winkleigh could either 
offer the potential for sites for a new surgery or 
for a financial contribution towards it.

8.2 Emergency Planning

What Do We Know? 
Agencies in Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of 
Scilly work together under the umbrella of the 
‘Local Resilience Forum’ to plan and coordinate 
the response to emergencies.   Responsibilities 
rest primarily with the emergency services, local 
authorities and NHS bodies (so-called Category 1 
responders).  They are responsible for assessing 
the risks associated with emergency events and 
putting in place plans to deal with them.  

Local emergency responders will always have 
to prioritise those in greatest need during an 
emergency, especially where life is in danger.  
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A local Emergency Plan will help complement the 
work of other agencies and reduce the impact of 
an emergency.

Many of the changes to which the village might 
be subject, such as social and economic, will be 
slow enough for a resilient community to adapt.  
However, there are changes that are disruptive in 
the short term and where an emergency response 
is required.  A media search revealed 141 impacts 
of weather in Devon between January 2000 and 
September 2009.  The overwhelming majority 
related to surface flooding.  Extreme cold, snow 
and ice was joint second with wind damage.

The likelihood of more severe weather events 
as a result of global warming is a potential issue.  
Twelve of the thirteen warmest years on record 
have occurred in the 21st century (the remaining 
year was 1998).  The warmer atmosphere holds 
more energy. If trends continue, summers will 
become hotter and drier and winters warmer and 
wetter.  Relative sea levels are likely to rise and 
storm events become more intense.  

Changes will impact on farming (and possibly food 
production), water resources, flood defences, 
transport, public health, wildlife, landscape and 
the make-up of the economy.

Locally, the emergency response needs to focus on 
those in the community who are most vulnerable, 
working with agencies and community members 
who are able to identify them. 

The Emergency Plan for Winkleigh was reviewed 
(early 2014) and the Parish Council have issued 
updated Emergency Advice (copies are available 
from the Parish Clerk and are posted on Parish 
Notice Boards in the Square and in Hollocombe).

Community Feedback
Over a third of survey respondents were 
concerned about the impact of extreme weather 
events.  Only 12.5% were aware that there was 
an Emergency Plan or Emergency Advice for the 
parish.  

What About The Future?
The lack of awareness about the Emergency 
Plan probably arises because Winkleigh has not 
suffered significantly from the impacts of flooding 
or winter weather.  

Updates to Winkleigh’s Emergency Advice provide 
an opportunity to publicise its existence and 
review information about vulnerable individuals 
and key emergency and volunteer contacts.
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ITEM ACTION TERM RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING/COMMENTS

ENVIRONMENT and  RESOURCES

1 Survey the density of wildlife 
and condition of hedgerows Medium

Devon Wildlife Trust
North Devon Biosphere
Biodiversity Group

To be investigated

2
Establish tree-planting initiative 
and wild flower area at the 
recreation field

Short
Biodiversity Group
Sports Centre
Volunteers

Local funding 
opportunities; free tree 
initiatives.  (100 native 
trees planted in Dec 
2012 and a further 100 
in Apr 2014)

3
Explore possibility of green 
corridors, wildlife networks, 
wilderness areas

Long Volunteers Links to be made with 
farmers and landowners

4
Respond to all planning 
applications on the character 
and design of new development

Continual WPC
WPC to consider 
nominated Councillor to 
lead on this

5 Link with TDC to update 
Conservation Area Appraisal Long

WPC
TDC
Winkleigh Society
Local volunteers

To be considered: TDC 
cutback of Conservation 
resources for Appraisals. 
May be achieved by 
using local expertise

6

Update work identifying 
features of value in the built 
environment; update earlier 
work (1998) on Village Design 
Statement

Medium

Winkleigh Society
TDC Conservation 
Officer
Local experts and 
volunteers

Some information held 
in Winkleigh archive

7 Install larger litter bin at lay-by 
Berners Cross on the A3124 Short WPC

Bin is covered by 
TDC refuse collection 
(replacement under 
review July 2014)

8
Investigate installation of 
dog waste bin at entrance to 
Winkleigh Wood

Short WPC
TDC To be investigated

9 Create dedicated footpath link to 
Winkleigh Wood

Long

DCC Public Rights of 
Way
Biodiversity Group
Sports Centre
Landowners

Identified as a priority in 
Plan; to be investigated

10
Promote energy efficiency 
schemes to help reduce energy 
consumption

Short Biodiversity Group
To be investigated; self-
financing under Gov’t 
Green Deal

11 Promote collective purchasing of 
oil and propane gas Short Distinctly Winkleigh

CCD To be investigated

ACTION PLAN
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ITEM ACTION TERM RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING/COMMENTS

12

Investigate further recycling 
initiatives; establish plastics 
recycling facility at D&S with a 
view to long term service

Short

Community Recycling 
Group in liaison with 
TDC
D&S Supplies
Peninsula Waste
South Molton Recycle

To be investigated

ECONOMY

13

Engage businesses and TDC in 
discussion to allow business to 
thrive

Short WPC
Business Reps To be progressed

14

Negotiate with TDC for greater 
flexibility in the Airfield 
development brief to allow 
new and existing business 
development

Short WPC
Business Reps

Representations made 
to TDC on content of 
draft Local Plan; await 
reply on adding an 
‘Appendix’ to the Airfield 
Site Development Brief 
(SDB)

15

Investigate options for themed 
business promotion eg local 
food, initially by convening a 
'Winkleigh Together' event

Short

Winkleigh Society (to 
initiate) 
Business community
North Devon Plus

Further actions to be 
developed after initial 
meeting

16
Monitor roll out of ‘Connecting 
Devon and Somerset’ 
programme and its effectiveness

Medium
WPC
Business community
British Telecom

Fibre-optic connections 
for Winkleigh due to 
begin installation Sept 
2014

17

Promote environmental 
protection; review planning 
applications for environmental 
impact (light, noise, odour, 
traffic); encourage mitigation 
measures

Continual

WPC
TDC Environmental 
Health & Planning 
Dept’s
Business leaders

Possible conditions on 
types/amount of lighting 
to preserve ‘dark skies’; 
use of ‘silent’ reverse/
motion alarms (eg as 
used at Forthglade)

HOUSING

18 Undertake Housing Needs 
Survey Short

WPC
TDC
CCD Rural Housing 
Enabler

In progress; 
follow up Report 
recommendations

19

Make formal representations 
to TDC on draft Local Plan; 
continued input to process, 
including Examination in Public

Short WPC
In progress; timescale 
conditioned by Local 
Plan timetable

20

Explore issues associated with 
Community Land Trust (CLT) 
development for housing to 
meet local need via Working 
Group

Long WPC
Volunteers To be investigated
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ITEM ACTION TERM RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING/COMMENTS

COMMUNITY LIFE

21

Explore integrated management 
& efficiency in use of assets via 
meeting between community 
buildings committees (Village 
Hall, Community Centre & Sports 
Centre) 

Short

Winkleigh Society
Community building 
management 
committees

Winkleigh Society to 
facilitate

22

Conduct awareness campaign 
for volunteers and support for 
community buildings/activities; 
identification of new activities in 
community buildings

Short

Winkleigh Society
Distinctly Winkleigh
Community building 
management 
committees

Winkleigh Society to 
facilitate

TRANSPORT & TRAFFIC

23

Meet with DCC to discuss 
options for parking, vehicle 
speed, signage, congestion, 
safety and issues on Townsend 
Hill

Short

WPC
DCC Highways/Police
Volunteers
Speedwatch

WPC await a response 
from DCC Highways 
(wrote April 2014) 
to review the traffic 
situation

24
Identify options to address 
problems and detailed work to 
establish viable schemes

Medium
WPC
DCC Highways
Volunteers

To be investigated

25

Conduct community consultation 
on options for future traffic 
management and funding 
implications

Medium
WPC
DCC Highways
Volunteers

To be investigated

26 Implement preferred traffic 
management schemes Long

WPC
DCC Highways
Volunteers

To be investigated

27

Promote bus services and car 
share websites; investigate ‘Park 
& Change’ facility; undertake 
a Transport Needs Survey; 
investigate scope for cycling 
routes

Medium

Distinctly Winkleigh
Bus service company
DCC Highways 
Volunteers

Investigate ‘Park & 
Change’ facility on 
Council land at Airfield 
(or new village car 
park if/when built); 
investigate asking buses 
to stop there

A RESILIENT COMMUNITY

28

Encourage representation 
on consultative and liaison 
groups eg healthcare (Patient 
Participation Group), champions 
for Broadband, mobile library 
service, etc; increase WPC public 
communication and PR

Continual
Community Reps
Volunteers
WPC

To be considered/
progressed

29
Maintain up-to-date Emergency 
Advice; publicise availability and 
the key messages

Continual WPC
Distinctly Winkleigh

Updated Emergency 
Advice (April 2014) to be 
reviewed/updated each 
year; promotion of plan 
and key messages 
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KEY FOR ACTION PLAN

SHORT TERM: 6 – 24 months

MEDIUM TERM: 2 – 5 years

LONG TERM: 5 years +

CONTINUAL: Ongoing








